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Assassination and Anarchy. 

At a time of intense feeling, like that provoked by 
the assassination of President McKinley, few people 
can think rightly, many cannot think at all. People 
are so occupied with their emotions, with sorrow at 
the loss of the nation's head, and indignation at the 
base and dastardly deed, that serious, rational think- 
ing seems out of the question. Men passionately put 
forward as the cause of the deed that which satisfies 
best their outraged feelings, and rashly fling off sup- 
posed remedies for the evil, which in their cool mo- 
ments they would be ashamed to suggest. 

This was never more true than when President 
McKinley was shot down at Buffalo last month by 
Czolgosz. The nation was stricken to the earth with 
sorrow, — a sorrow deeper and wider than was ever 
experienced before, with one exception, in its history. 
Into this sorrow practically everybody entered, even 
those who had opposed most strenuously some of the 
President's political policies, or courses of action into 
which he had allowed himself to be drawn. What 
had caused the deed? men began to ask in pain, in 
perplexity or in anger. This question was natural, 
nay, inevitable. It was, indeed, the duty of all of 
us to ask it, and to try to find the proper answer. 

The answers given have been various, but most of 
them, we think, have failed almost wholly to go to 
the root of the matter. Some have declared that the 



assassin was emboldened to do the deed through the 
unrestrained criticism of public officials indulged in 
by the press and people. This seems to us to have had 
nothing appreciable to do with the matter. It would 
be just as rational to say that the invention of print- 
ing, or general education, which has enabled anarch- 
ists to read, was the cause. 

More superficial still is the charge that the criti- 
cisms of the Administration by men like Professor 
Charles Eliot Norton, William Lloyd Garrison and 
others, were what instigated the assassination. Noth- 
ing could surpass in irrationality this accusation. 
Many of the men of this class are opposed to the use 
of violence for any purpose whatever, and are 
constantly preaching against it, as Tolstoy is in Rus- 
sia. In that country, the great Nonresistant has 
never been thought to be the cause of assassination 
and riot. The government has allowed him to stay 
in the country, in spite of his severe criticisms, be- 
cause his presence and teachings are held to be a 
restraint of violence. To charge such men as those 
mentioned above with being the cause of the assassi- 
nation is to call white black, and to invert the whole 
moral order of things. 

Most have assigned anarchy as the cause, and have 
stopped there. This assumption is true in measure, 
but it does not go far enough to show any real insight 
into the situation. Why should anarchy — the vio- 
lent kind we mean, for there is another kind which 
holds and teaches the highest regard for human life 
— have sought the life of our President at this time, 
while formerly it has distinctly declared that it had 
no quarrel with a government chosen directly by the 
people? There must be a deeper cause for this 
sudden and unexpected outburst, beyond the mere 
effect of ordinary anarchistic teachings. 

It is just possible, of course, that Czolgosz's deter- 
mination to kill the President may have been due 
altogether to personal idiosyncrasies, to the sudden 
promptings of a nature blinded and depraved by in- 
heritance, and that anarchistic beliefs were only 
the cloak under which this masqueraded. But this 
is not likely. Such natures, even when they act 
unconsciously, are usually stirred up by definite 
surroundings. 

The cause which seems to us in the main most 
rationally to account for this shocking crime, as it 
accounts for similar deeds which have occurred in 
other countries, is the prevailing spirit of brutalism 
and violence on the part of the nations. When this 



